Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.100; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.2.
In the title polymeric coordination compound, [Sn(CH 3 ) 2 -(C 2 H 2 ClO 2 )Cl] n , the Sn atom has a distorted trigonalbipyramidal geometry, with two O atoms of the ligands in axial positions and two methyl groups and one Cl atom in equatorial positions. Adjacent Sn atoms are bridged by the two O atoms of the carboxylate ligand, forming a chain structure along the a-axis direction.
Related literature
For the biological activity of organotin compounds, see: Dubey & Roy (2003) . For related structures, see : Wang et al. (2007) ; Ma et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Sn(CH 3 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ).
Sn1-C3
2.089 (6) Sn1-C4 2.100 (7) Sn1-O1 2.152 (4) Sn1-Cl2 2.352 (2) Sn1-O2 Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
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Comment
In recent years, organotin compounds have been attracting more and more attention due to their wide range of industrial applications and biological activities (Dubey & Roy, 2003) . As a part of our ongoing investigations in this field, we have synthesised the title compound and present its crystal structure here. The title compound ( Fig. 1 ) forms an extended chain arising from Sn-O bridges formed by the chloroacetic acid ligands. The Sn-O bond distances in the compound (Sn1-O1 = 2.152 (4) Å; Sn1-O2 = 2.493 (5) Å;) are comparable to those found in a related organotin carboxylate (Ma et al., 2008) .
The Sn atom is five-coordinate in a slightly distorted trigonal-bipyramidal coordination geometry, provided by the methyl groups and chlorine atom in the equatorial positions and the two coordinated O atoms in the axial positions (Table 1) .
Experimental
The reaction was carried out under a nitrogen atmosphere. Chloroacetic acid (1 mmol) and sodium ethoxide (1 mmol) were added to a solution of benzene (30 mL 
Refinement
The H atoms were positioned geometrically, with methyl C-H distances of 0.96Å and aromatic C-H distances of 0.93 Å, and refined as riding on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5 U eq (C) for the methyl groups.
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. 
Special details
Geometry. 
Geometric parameters (Å, °)
Sn1-C3 2.089 (6) C1-C2 1.498 (10) Sn1-C4 2.100 (7) C2-H2A 0.9700 Sn1-O1 2.152 (4) C2-H2B 0.9700 Sn1-Cl2 2.352 (2) C3-H3A 0.9600
